WHITE MAN

h

WHITE MAN

Interesting Researches ...,
by the. Carnegie
Institution Disprove
the Popular Notion
that a ‘“Pass-for- White’’ Person Married to

a Pure White May Have a Negro Child

By Dr. Woods Hutchinson

The World's Foremost Physician-Author.
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rellel the problems which are puzzling
us in our daily 1ife,

Voo s matter of areat in-

terest and wiuportance when tie theatre

nresents ably and graphically a gripping

pliy which denls with n live problem in

therefore n

racial morality, But it will sometimes
happen that  while presenting o real
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stead of holding the mirror up 1o
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ome  purcly amaginary  or  legendary
cvent.
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A VYery Deeply
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chiefly because the well-known result in
point of color, hair, features, ete., of the
inter-breeding of white and negra races
heen u=ed as one of the
arguments in disprool of the
theary of inheritance.
do with the mue=tion of miscegonation.
urt the desirability or undeairability of
the mixing  of races, merely a  cold-
ooded  scientific desire 1o gel at the
faclts of wh actunlly happened when
two diverse racos weroe inter-mated, ‘o
uvonl the poszibility of misunderstand-
mes and for other obvious reasons, the
stidies were  carried our not in the
bl in some of the British
Indies—ihe Bermuda Islands.

The Mendelian theory, 1o pit it very
hriefty and eradely, holds that in place
of inheriti W V=YY combintiation
uf the characteristios of both parents,
atidd consequently representing a position
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practically white.
child marries one of

cannot be blacker than its “pass-for-whife”

parent,

life ig 20 loge that it would take nearly
a century to get the three successive
generations required, and partly becauza
unions betweon brothers and sisters are
not permitted by law and public senti-
ment. So that the best that we can do i3
to take two races as widely apart as s
sible, aud with some striking, singular
t Mnee between thenn, and {ind out
what happens to 1his difference when
those possessing it intermarry,

1t s, of cours mpos=sible 1o go into
details, but after several year : of careful
stndy, of actunal facts of e mixture in
the Bermudas, D, Davenport, of the Fu-
zenics Laboratory, came to the followine
working conclusions: “fhat there are four
factors or units required for the produe-
tion of the [ull black negro color, of which
the pure or “Guinea’™ negro has all four,
the threeqquarter Blood neero, that is hatt
way bhetween pure black and mulatto, hiis
three; the mulatto or halobreed two, the
iadroon  one, the ocloroon  one-half,
while the whtte, of cour lis none at all,
Of course, there are n ditticalties in

the way, questions of piatertnity among
different children in the =ame family,
questions of aeenrate bhirth recistoation

and ramily histary, hut when the doubt-
ful cases have been eliminated, it seen
fairly  clear to the ipvestigators  thayt
whon a white or partially white man or
wom:an h mated with a black or par
tially black mate the children, instead of
heing intermediate in point of color
vary wilely in ealor between the o
trenies possessed by hoth parents. And
whenever a sufficient number of familics
reprosenting the same racin! mixtur
cothid be seeured 1o give fifty or more
children, it was found that, roughly speak
ing, onetonrth would be as white as (i
whitest parent, onedourth as dark as the
darkest, and one-hall of a varyving mix-
ture botwien the two.
Another feature, however,

s0001 came

o the fvont with great distineiness, anl
that is that while there might be o wihde
varintion in the eolor of the different off
spring of one pair of parents, none ol
tnose offspring  was ever found darlor
thinn the i of the darknesses of th
1WO pakents For instates, when a pus
white man mated with o hla VOt

same of 1the offzpring might be jot hlac
NEe the mother, some nearly pure Wit
like the father, awd the others interme.
dinte, becianse there were present in i
maternal piarent four full factors of bl
ness, and eonsequently any ehild migin
inherit all four

The Color Problem Settled
by Ixnet Scientifie Methods.

But  when a  white man married a
wnlatto woman, though the ehildren
wontld he varving degrees of eolor. nnl
one woultd be darker than the mother, or
the darker parent) that is 1o say, the
mother havi only two factors and the
father none at all, none of the ehildren
conld inherit more blaerness than therp
was in the meltinepot. The same thine
held true in the marriaee of o white man
with an actornon or quadroon woman, No
ehild was= born durker than the mother.
eam which purely seientifie piece of ah-
stract investisation emereed the interest
ing, practical resull that no individuaal,
cither knowing or suspeceting that he has
some slight trace of negro blood, neod
have any serious fear of having o child
born 1o him darker o eolor or more
negroldilie in feature than he ia himself
if he mates with a white partner.

This =0 strongly  eontravened  the
popular belief, embalmed in legend and
story of the “[lack Frankenstein®™ order,
that the Commission ot onee procecded
to investirate the evidenee upon which
this belief in o “throw-back™ to the origi-
nal type was based, and made a thorongh
nnd eareful search for atl repoaried or
recorded fnstances of the ocenrrence of
such o distressing incident, Two of their
most  gLhiiifa)l  trained  pedigrecdracers
vorked for over a voar on the pesenreh,
and recordic The result was, considorably
to their own surprise, thal they were un-
able to find o =ingle authentic and docu-
mented ense of such a catastrophe ever
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pure
(shown on the right) the resulting child
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annot be Darker

illustrating Mendel's
A white and a colored
person (shown on the lefi) will ll-’l\‘.i‘ nn
the average one-fourth of their children
as dark as the colored parent, one-half of
them infermediate in color and one-fourth

If the “pass-for-whije”
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wssible for This Bla ck Woman, If Her Hushand Was a White Man, to ©= the

Mother of a Quite Lichl-Colored (‘hild, and for Her Granddaughter, Marrvied to a White Man, to

Become the Mother of a Child as Fair as

having happened! Thiz, of
not prove that it never did
less than i never will, T

tnes

o
1 1o say the least, highly mprobable
that snuch a zruesome calawity ever og-
curred. i '
Oddly enoush, the ouly apparent in-

seeversions! ageonr-
red by the Uoe

stanees ol any such
ring that could be discove
mission were the appearanee i the W
sronp of two mulattos or of o qiidroon
and mulatto of very dark, or even coal
bluek negroid ehildren, mnch darker ool
more negro-like than eithter of thedr -
ents,  This is not at all uneommon, aod
tha writer has found several instanmees of
it in our own sSouthern States, but, of
course, it is easily explained the fart
that both parents heing mulattos Lad each

two factors of black. so that it was possi-
ble for any child by inheritinzg all the
blackness of both parents to be horn
hlack.

Mathematieal illustrations are nnt
always NMuminative, but, perhaps, a brieg
arithmetical statement may nake the

malter a little elearer. Between a black
parent and a white parent there are, of
conrse, four possible combinations of
color in the offsprine:  White-white,
hlack-black, Black-white and white-bhlack.
Now, applying this formula (o 1he mating
of two mulattos, woe mizht have one while
white, which would mean a licht-colored
child, inheriting all the white blood of
Great Britmin Rights Reserved.

both parents, and  probatly lighter in
color and more apparently white than
ither of them, Bothy white-black and
binck-white children would he of the ap-
proximutely same grade of color as thelr
parents, and the one black-black chitd ju-
heriting  all tha bluck bdlood of hoth
pirents (two factors in each) would have
the full four factors and be pure black
negro. Bat in the mating of a pure white
wWith 8 for white” it is, to say the
least, highly improbable that any child
could be born more negroid in its append
ance than its darkest parent.
Incidentally another hiological inacen-
ritey in the play may be pointed out, and
that is the tenso and spectacular moment
when the mother, who can no longer be
denicd seeing her new-horn baby, leapa
from her couch, bursts from the arms of
her husband and discovers, to her horror,
that her baby is black. followed by an in-
human revulsion of Tecling against her
innocent child. ‘The only defect in this
situation is that it conld never have hap-
pened, for the simple reason that negrn
babies, even of purest Afriean strain, arn
never horn hlack, or any tint approaching
il. still less a child of such highly diluted
mixture as represenled in this stluation.
Negro bhabies at bhirth are of a dull,
slaty or bluish white tint skin, and re-
main so for several weeks, The reason
for it 1s the same as for white babies
never being born with black, brown or

the Other Picture (the Very Blond Girl.)

hright blue eyes, natmely, that it ralies light
toy dievelop color or pigment.  All habies
are born with eves of the same color, like
Kittens and puppies—that is, a dull lead
color. which i< sometimes romanticized)
into bine by adoring parents and relatives,
bt which ecradunlly, under exposure to
light, develops in from two to  fom
months time thae black, hrown, hazel or
blue color which will distinguish it for

Similariy. many  white  ¢hildren  are
Born with light flaxen or even golden hair,

which, to the bhitter regret of  thelr
mothers, gradually darkens (o brown,
mud-color or even black, Nor is there

any elear clue distinguishable, save by an
expert, to the raoce of a new-born haby
from features or hair. or the good and
sufficient reason that all habies, rich and
poor, black, white, yellow and brown
come into the world with exactly the
same sel of features—that of the prim
itive ancestors of all human breeds, the
Congo dwarfs, who are thvusands of yvear-
olider than any of the so-called Pour Great
Races of mankind.

The sume uncertainty applies to tha
hair, which, in many bahies, is neither
Kkinky nor straight at first, but. (such as
there is of it) of a curions wavy, half
frizzly texture, with a strong tendency
toward a rusty hrown or reddish oranga
tint, regardless of the degree of kinkinesa
and blackness or straightness and flaxen-

_ness which it may assume laler in life. |
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